Yvonnc O’Gara
Bio

Over the past 25 years, Yvonne ()'(ara has worked in the fields of fashion, home fumis/ﬁngs and
accessories. Known for her innovative combinations of color, pattern and fabrics, Yvonne cfes{gns Persona/

items for home anc/éody that are as P/ayfu/as t/niy are whimsical.

Affcr recent/y tak/ng aycan/ong break to review her first 50 years as a c/cfs;gncr, she's been cxp/or/ng and
transitioning toward an artist's aploroach to herwork. /nstead of envisioning herwork and Prob/@m 5o/vfng
toward a Prcdct@rm/ned 6/7(], she's c//scovcrfng how to create remaining open to receiving from what's
unknown. Out of those benefits she has bc‘gun to create /arnps and //g/7tfng fixtures, c/vannc//ng more fun

and surprises fhrough their creation.

[rom 1985 to 1999, Ms ()'(ara created c/othl'ng collections for /uxury retailers such as Neiman Marcus,
Nordstrom, Gum/os and 53&5 [itth Avenue nationwide, as well as /’nc/fv/c/ua/{y owned slocc/a/ty /Dout/qucs‘
She o/ocratcd her own rcta//spccia/ty boutfquc where she sold her work as well as exclusive [talian /oroo/ucts
such as An/c/vim'bedd/'ng and the /orccious f:ortuny /am/os bﬂ Ventia 5tud/um from Venice. [from 1999 to
2000, Yvonne took a sabbatical in [lorence, /ta/y where she consulted on a c/ot/v/ng line for [~ rmanno
Dac///'. Dur/'ng that time she also worked as an intern for 7776 F alazzo Fftt/ Ga//cr/a del Costumc

acccss/oning c/ot/ﬁng for its world respect@c/ historical costume collection.

Yvonnc has worked as an acy”unct and most rcccnt{y a full time instructor for co//cgc level students from
1988 to 2006. She taug/vt at [ he Forf/anc//\rt/nst/tutc, /76/101}75 students to think t/‘)rough their creative
process while /carning how to teckn/’ca/{y channel their visions, teacﬁin‘g C/ot/L)ing Construct/on and 5cn/’or
CO//CCHOH courses. Yvonnc was also an aﬁunctprofessoratDrcxe/(//nivcrs/ty in /D/L)/'/ac/c/lohfa, /Da. where
she taug/ﬁ construction metﬁoc/s, Pattc‘m ma/<ing and drap/ng, c/ra/:)/hg and ta[/or/ng. 5/7@ has guic/@c/ senior
fashion c/eslgn students t/vrough their final gradtjatlbn collections at the Univcrsiiy of F h/fac/e/F)/vllaA

At the start of her career, having received a Masters of Science on fashion design and merchandising from
Direxel, Ms O'Cara spent two years Working in the men’s c/cstgn a/epartmcnt for Fo/o/Ka//ok | auren. 5/76
also worked assisting the talented Jc[)[cry Walker; the man responsfb/e for dcve/opfng the merchandise
image still /‘ecogn/zcd as the Ka/fj/) [ auren brand.

Yvonnc O’Gara ’s designs grace the homes of many prominent personalities such as O rah M/infrc and
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Kobin V‘/Iflléms. 5/76 has received abundant media attention includin Womcn’s Wcar Dai/ , New %rk
g Y.

/\//agazinc, UﬁA Today and FHouse Bcautffu/among others.

5/‘]6 is often asked to /oartiC/Pate on Ioanc/s, and she has mentored many young students down the /oat/7 of

the creative life.

/:or more 1’nformat/on, contact Yvonne at 503 309 9744+ oryvonncmar/cj lj@aolcom



